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PRESENT STATE 
OF THE ® 


London Def, Gee. 


HE F eden which fend of the 
1 publick Papers have lately taken with 
the Conduct of Brewers, concerning the 


Riſe of Beer by them propoſed, in Con- 
ſequence of the late additional Duty laid 


on Malt, and che Liberty granted to Diſtil- 
lers to uſe Corn, if left unanſwered, might 
ks as founded on Truth. Such is the 
| B | ew 
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Reaſon for l open the Hardſhips 
this Trade labours under ; from which 
it is expected the Characters of theſe 
Gentlemen will appear in the faireſt 
Light, and if they have ſubjected them- 
ſelves to any Blame, it may be imputed 
to their having been too long paſſive. 


In every State, but more ef pecially 
where by wiſe and prudent Mea- 
ſures, its true Intereſt is honeſtly advanc- 
ed, it is the Duty of every Subject, 
who lives under its Protection, to pay 
his Share towards its Support and De- 
fence. In what Manner, and on whom 
theſe Tributes ſhould be levied, is a 
Study worthy the Attention of thoſe who 
poſſeſs diſtinguiſhed Abilities, and are 
intruſted with the greateſt Share of 
Power. In general it is apprehended, that 
Magiſtrates never intend to make the 
Load heavier than it can be borne; or 

place 
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place it on the Manufacturer alone, ex- 
clufive of the Conſumer. That the Brew- 
ers have (with Chearfulneſs, and a du- 
tiful Roſpect, ever been uniform and 
conſtant in contributing their Share, . 
believe muſt be confeſſed; as it is cer- 
tain the Beers and Ales they have ma- 
nufactured, for many Years laſt paſt, 
have been made under the Weight of 
Taxes of more than fix Times the Va- 
lue of the Land which produced the 
Corn. 


Throughout England, Barley Land, 
one with the other, is ſuppoſed to let at 
ten Shillings per Acre. 


e 
on chis the Land Tax is — 0 2 0 


The Produce at a Medium 4 
Quarters of Grain; theſe made . dd 
into Malt becoming — 12.08 
4 Buſhels, its Duty was:? 

B 2 Brought 


TS 


| C. . & 
i Brought over, — 1 6 0 
| The mean of the Duties on 

| Beer, for this Quantity when I 17 4 


brewed, is 
a The mean Duty of Hops em- 
ployed to brew this Quantity is 8 
Duty on Coalss—::.ſß © 1 
To which the laſt additional 
Duty of three Pence for every o 9 © 
Buſhel of Malt being added - 
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will be the e of the 8 on Beer 
made from one Acre of Barley Land. ©.” 


. a ea at 8. 2 nds 


The Truth of this is ſo notorious, 
that I hope it will not be ſaid this 
Calculation is, put together, to be 
looked on as an Information forced 
from any . ill Motive ; but rather as 

an 
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an Information forked from ſuch who 


underſtand the Trade, to clear it of the 


Aſperſions, that have been caſt there- 
on. | 


It muſt be acknowledged this Charge 
is very great : eſpecially if the Conſump- 
fion made of Malt in England, by Brew- 
ers and Inn-holders, be 2,375,000 Quar- 
ters annually z and in this Caſe they may 
be ſaid to be the Collectors of one Part 
of the Revenue, for more than one 
Million of Pounds Sterling, (in which 
the amount of the Licences is not com- 
prehended) and as Purchafers of Malt 
for above ſeven REDO * Pounds 
more. 


From hence it was very natural for 
the public to have ſome Regard for 
this Profeſſion ; and be prejudiced in 


Favour 
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Favour. of Perſons, who bore ſo great a 
Share of the public Charge; as it was 
ſuppoſed the Profits of ſuch a Trade 


were adequate thereto. 


The Exactneſs, the fmall Expence, 
and Trouble, with which the Brewery 
has furniſhed this Quota, neither be- 
come this Place, nor am I yain enough 


to relate : my Intention being rather to 
enquire if the Publick in general is 
Right, in their Opinion of the Profits 
they ſuppoſe to be made by the Brew- 
ers; and to ſubmit to their Confide- 
ration, how far a Profeſſion ſo uſeful 
to the Subject, and beneficial to the 
State, has been capable of ſupporting 
the additional Duty of Three-Pence per 
Buſhel on Malt; and the advanced Price 
thereof, which has taken Place by the 
Diſtillery being permitted the Uſe of Corn. 


All 
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All Perſons who previouſly pay a Duty, 
and afterwards give. Credit for the ſame 
to the Conſumers, may undoubtedly be 
deemed not only the Stewards of ſuch 
Revenue, but 'alſo be liable to looſe a 
Part thereof, With regard to the Small- 
Beer Trade, the Brewer is undoubtedly 
ſo in this Cafe 3.5 and as to Strong, the 
Riſk being more and greater, it cannot be 
ſaid to be free from the Inconve- 
1 e 


The Brewers, even the beſt, as Ma- 
nufacturers, at Times run the Hazard of a 
good or bad Commodity; this perhaps 
more than any other Trade in being, 


as the Rules they have to govern them- 


ſelves by, are more uncertain, though 
the End they are to obtain requires the 
greateſt Exactneſs. This Caſe is acknow- 
ledged to be unavoidable, though every 
bad Liquor, and ſuch as diſpleaſes the 
Palate 
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Palate is liable to be returned: tlie 
Brewer then cannot, in ſuch Caſes, con- 
ſtantly be reproached for Ignorance or 
Neglect; conſequently this Circumſtance 
is a Diſadvantage attending the Trade; 
and I believe muſt be allowed to be no 
ſmall one. Beſides which the Brewery 
employs more Servants, Casks, Utenfils, 
Horſes, &c. than the Wine-Merchant, Diſ- 
tiller, oralmoſt any other Trade : theſe not 
only require a confiderable original Stock, 
to purchaſe or hire them; but alſo a 
large and conſtant Expence, to keep them 
in Order and fit for their Purpoſe. 


- Brewers, as Traders, not only give a 
long, but often a very uncertain Credit ; 
their Loſſes conſequently muſt be very 
conſiderable : with the Charges juſt now 
mentioned, and the high Duties they 
advance before the Returns for their 


Commodities come in; theſe alone con- 
ſidered, 


3 
fidered, it might be apprehended would 
remove the Prejudice entertained of their 
large Profits, 


Beers and Ales, for many Years laſt 
= paſt, having been conſtantly fold at 
one and the ſame Price, has fixed 
on the Brewer the Chance of dear 
Years, and the Loſs of cheap ones. 
= The Benefit of the firſt, has always 
been made to glare more, than the 
Event of the other. The medium then, 
or mean Price for à number of Years, 
of the principal Materials he employs, 
muſt be taken to .form a {man 
this Tas, | 


It has been for more than twenty 
Years laſt paſt a received Maxim, that 
the middling Price of good pale Malts, 
one Year with another, is Ps rar 

SC Shil- 


10 


Shillings per Quarter, and of good Hops 1 
to Brew theſe with one Shilling per 
Pound. What Effect on the Price of 
Malt, the Permiſſion granted to the 
Diſtillery to uſe Corn may have, need 
no great Argument: à very late Ex- 
perience has ſhewn it to be two Shil- 
lings per Quarter; to which if three 
Pence per Buſhel, the additional Duty 
on Malt, be added, it will make two 
Shillings per Quarter more . and thus the 

medium Price of pale Malt, will be 
28 Shillings per Quarter. But allow- 
ing the Brewer at every Market, ſhall 
not .conſtantly bear the whole of this 
Burthen, and that under ' theſe Circum- 
ſtances the mean Price may be eſtimated 
at Twenty-ſeven Shillings per Quarter; 
with fuch, and the Hops juſt mention- 
ed, he is to brew common Small-Beer 
from 8 Shillings to 10 Shillings per 
Barrel, W Small at 12 Shillings 


per 


L 
per Barrel, and Two- penny or Amber 


at 30 Shillings per Barrel, Brewing com- 
mon Small- Beer, and making from one 
Quarter of Malt 5 Barrels + of Drink, 
his Profits will be Y 4 per Cent. In 
keeping Small-Bcer, and making 5 Bar- 
rels 1 from one Quarter of Malt, 
he gains Z 6 per Cent. When the ſame 
Grain is brewed for Amber, and 1 Bar- 
rel and half is made from the one Quar- 
ter of Malt, including the Profit gained 
on the Small-Beer, produced after it ; 
he will in this Caſe clear £ 5 per Cent. 
The firſt of theſe Liquors is a neceſſary 
of Life, chiefly uſed ; of the two laſt 
but little is Brewed in proportion there- 
to, WET 


Porter, or brown-Beer may be faid ; 
to be an uſeful ſtrong Liquor. Suppoſe 
ſuch Brewed entirely from brown Malt, 
which is fixing the Calculation againſt 

| C 2 the 
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the Brewer, as much as poſſible; the 
medium Price of theſe Maks before now, 
was allowed to be 20 Shilling per Quar- 
ter. Under the preſent Circumſtances, three 
Shillings more being ta be added, they 
are Twenty -three Shillings per Quar- 
ter; with theſe, and with Hops, ſuppoſed 
iQ coſt only Nine- Pence per Pound, and 
making 2 Barrels and Half from one Quar- 
ter of Malt, the Profit will de £ 5 10 
Pr Cent. 


Theſe Cateufations, excluſive of any 
Allowance, for Returns or bad Debts; 
will bear the ſtricteſt Enquiry made by 
any Perfons fkilled in the Trade, and at- 
tentive to the contingent Expences there- 
on: and not only ſo but the Quantities of 
Beers under every article exceed what is 
generally practiſed, or what can recom- 
mend itſelf to the Approbation of the 
Conſumer. In what Light then muſt 

25 ſuch 


Ca] 
ſuch appear who attempt an Increaſe of 


Trade under impraQticable Circumſtan- 
ces: the public neither requires their La- 
bour unpaid for, nor is it doing Juſtice 
to brew for them a Liquor really ſmall 
and weak under the Appellation of 


Juſt at this prefent Time, with the 
Bleſſings of a moſt plentiful Harveſt, let 
it be enquired how far this is from 
being the Cafe; how ſoon it may be 
otherwiſe paſt Experience may teach us. 
From fixing the Calculation on the mean 
Price of many Years; we can not 
chuſe but expect, it muſt Cer 
long be worfe. It is not Tong fince, 
without the additional Tax, for two 
Years together, th Brewers generouſly 
worked for the public at Loſs. The 
thinking Part of Mankind, nor the le- 
* e Power will not, I believe, re- 


quir © 


E F 


quire, that a Bufineſs, which Is more 


laborious, - and demands more Aſſiduity 


than common, ſhould be carried on with-' 


out any Emolument ; and I would ap- 
peal to the beſt judges of the Trade, 
if ſuch be the Profits one Time with 
another, to be expected, whether they 
will anſwer the Riſk of bad Debts, 
and the other - Incidents attending the 


Brewery. What muſt be. the. Caſe ſup», 


poſing the legiſlative Power judged pro- 


per to. lay a farther Tax on any Page 


of this Buſineſs? 


I know how ready ſome Perfons (not 
eaſily cured of their Prejudices) are to 
mention, how many Men of Fortune 
there are in the Brewery: but ſhould” 
they not recollect alſo how many large 


Fortunes have been brought into it ? 
We are daily reminded of the Eſtates 
formerly got by this Trade. True, there 

6 were 
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were ſome; when the length of Credit 
given in it, was not one eighth Part of 
what it now is; nor the Stock. em- 
ployed more than one fifth. It cannot 
be thought trivial to add that Lighterage, 
Cartage, Horſes, Hay, Ifinglaſs, Iron, 
Caſks, Lead, Timber, Coals, &c. Work- 
manſhip, Expences, and Wages of all 
Sorts paid by the Brewers, have 'of late 
Years conſiderably encreaſed; and cer- 
tain it is the advanced Prices of all theſe 
Charges have very 8 affected the | 
Trade. 


All Profeſſions when new Duties are 
laid on any Part that affects them, na- 
turally raiſe their Prices without being 
taxed with Combinations. it is unneceſſa- 
ry to inſtance the ſeveral Callings which 
have acted in this Manner, or (in this 
Caſe), to prove, that a Duty of two 
Shillings per Quarter on Malt, or were 
it two Shillings per Barrel on ſtrong Beer, 

makes 
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makes a Difference of more than three 
Shillings when manufactured or fit for 
Sale. As much of this Trade has been 
unveiled as will clear the Brewers of 
any ſelfiſh or unneceſſary Views : if the 
Getrierality, or rather. the whole of them 
acknowledge this to be the true "State 
of the Caſe, which, their preſent Con- 
duct ſhews they do, it is not to he ſup- 
poſed ſo numerous a Body of Men are 
combined by ſordid Means to impoſe on 
their Cuſtomers, ' or exact a Price they 
otherwiſe could do without : rather hap- 
py would they eſteem themſelves, if their 
Commodity is accounted a neceflary of 
Life, to have the Price thereof fixed 
by the, Magiſtrate in Proportion to the 
Value of Corn. Such then, who under 
Pretences, or by ignorant Aſſertions, at- 
tempt to injure a Trade both neceffary 
and beneficial to Community, certainly 
merit the Contempt and Diſpleaſure of 
the Publick. 


For 


„„ 


For a. number of Years paſt, it has 
been a common Obſervation, that no 
ſet of Men have treſpaſſed ſo much on 
each other's Trades, as the Brewer's 
have done ; and this perhaps not always. 
by commendable Means. The Publick, 


but more particularly thoſe concerned 
or attentive thereto, have miſtaken this 
KF Purſuit, for Induſtry inftigated by the 
4 reward of large Profits; when the real 
W Truth is, that their Expences and Char- 
ges being very great, they muſt be al- 
Ways graſping at more Trade, in order 
to be enabled to bear them. There 
is then (as it were) a conſtant Claſh 
of Intereſt, and confequently a want 
of Harmony among theſe People, Un- 
E D der | 
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der this Circumſtance, are they likely 

to join in Combinations unanimouſly 
agree to impoſe on the Publick ? No- 
thing ſurely but undiſputable Truth, and 
unvoidable Neceſſity, could bring even 
a Majority of them to be of one Mind: 
but we are told, there are a few who 
diſapprove of the Riſe on Beer, Are 
there no People who will court popular 
Praiſe at the Expence of their Purſes ? 
Why are there Laws in being, againſt 
ſuch as Uſe other Ingredients beſide | 
Malt and Hops to make Beer ſtrong ? 

Is there not a difference between a full 
ſized Caſk and a ſmall one? After a 
Trade has been encreaſed by the Sale 


of Beer, at 24 Shillings per Barrel, for 
2 perhaps 


1 0 ] 

perhaps one Year only, when 26 Shil- 
lings per Barrel is become the general | 
Price, will it be difficult to plead Cuſ- 
tom and Join with the reſt? the Honeſt 
and well-intentioned Trader who knows 
the little Weight of Vanity, who purſues 
his calling juſtly and fairly, who ſincerely 
tells Mankind he 'is not rewarded for 
his Labour and Hazards, certainly ſhould 
be preferably entruſted by the Publick:: 
as he only ſeeks the Methods to be pla- 
ced above, the Temptation of bad and 
illicit Means. | 


"WM 1 


in the Courſe of Converſation on 
this Subject, there have not been want- 
ing Perſons to inſinuate how greatly 
the Poor would be affected thereby. 

D 2 Com- 


Hearts. It is true the Poor ſhould not 
be deprived of this neceſſary of Liſe, 


quors; but When advanced Prices on 


ceſſary as theſe to bring conveniencies 
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Compaſſion ſeldom flows from fordid 


ſeeing the fame Reaſons for ſo doing do not 
ſubſiſt, as in the caſe of Spirituous Li- 


the neceſſaries of Life unavoidably take 
Place, the Labour of the Poor, as ne- 


to the Eaſy and Rich, ſhould advance 
alſo. In their arguing thus, ſurely true 
Compaſſion ſhines. In what Caſes, may 
it be aſked, are the Poor: kept to thin 
and ſcanty Diet? Is it not when Trade 
cannot bear the Expence of them? What 
number of Hands does the Brewery em- 
ploy ? Men whoſe Labours cannot be 
faid to cloſe with. Ge! Day, and whoſe 

Employ- 
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Employments expoſe hem to every chance 
of Weather. Are there any Perſons, who 

bear the Reſemblance of their Maker 

as theſe Men do, that would be in- 
ſtrumental, for ſordid Views, to curtail 
their Wages? 1 ſhould rather Hope as 

Engliſhmen, they would Contribute to 

wipe the Sweat from the Brows of 
him who labours in this Engliſh Vin- 


tage. 


The Conſumption of Corn is Riches 
to Great-Britain, more ſure and ftable 
than the Peruvian Mines: it was for 
this Reaſon our wiſe Legiſlature granted 
4 Bounty on. its being Exported. Does not 
à reaſonable Conſumption among our- 
ſelves anſwer this End? Was an un- 


accuſtom- 


14 

accuſtomed weak Beer brewed for the 
Publick, would it not bereave the Poor, 
of the Labour of number of Acres of 
Land. Our fellow Subjects who toil in 
the Country, whoſe Wages and Profits 


are leſs, might on this Occaſion with 
great Reaſon reproach ſo Famed, ſo Rich, 
ſo Opulent a City as London, for ſnatch- 
ing, from them the Means of Subfiſtence 
| in refuſing (not to pay 4 Pence for a 
| Quart of Beer as they do) but what cer- 


tainly.is leſs, Three-pence half-penny. 


o 


Ilt has been a Remark and a juſt one 
too, that both the Neceſſaries and Con- 
veniences of Life, of late Years have ad- 
vanced in Price, without entering into 
any farther Reaſons : this has always been 

| the 
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the Caſe in proportion as Trade en- 
creaſed. A plenty of Money is the re- 
ward of a ſucceſsful and extended Trade ; 
as Money encreaſes in Quantity among 
the ſame ſett of People it becomes of 
leſs Value; and the land and ſtaple 
Commodities of ſuch a Nation rife in 
the ſame Proportion. The labouring 
Man works not now for one Shilling 
as formerly he did. The Guinea of to 
Day will not procure ſo much as it could 2 
have done forty Years fince, nor is the 
Three-pence now of equal Value with 
the Three-pence of that Time, 
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